
Urdu Spoken Here*

Reaching out 
to Lodi’s 
Pakistani- 
American 
community

Fostering civic engagement in new 
ways for diverse populations, or …

* Figure of speech. The presenter does not and will not attempt to speak Urdu.
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History
Pakistanis began immigrating to Lodi 
in the 1920s to work on nearby farms
Mosque established
in 1978
In 1998, Pakistani
immigrant runs for
City Council
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June 2005, FBI arrests two Lodi men 
on terrorism-related charges
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City leaders state support for innocent 
and FBI’s diligence. City pledges to
protect
Pakistani
and Sikh
communities.
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Lodi’s Pakistani-Americans say they 
trust local government
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Realization that
connection with Pakistani
community was minimal

How does the City
encourage civic engagement with a little-
known segment of the community?

No global comprehensive plan 
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In 2006, a second Pakistani immigrant, 
Roger Khan, runs for City Council
Group of young Pakistani-Americans ask 
City to provide cricket facilities
City park
reconfigured
for cricket
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Lodi takes 
first steps 
toward 
redevelop-
ment
project

Preponderance of Pakistani-American 
community lives within proposed 
redevelopment project area.
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City contacts
Institute for Local
Government to
translate
documents into
Urdu and Spanish
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City hand-delivers
Urdu-language
documents to
Pakistani-American
population
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Khan set up 
meeting with 
opinion leaders 
from Pakistani-
American 
community

100 community 
members attend 
meeting in 
resident’s home
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July 19, 2007 City Council/Planning 
Commission meeting held in club near 
mosque

Urdu and Spanish
translators available
for residents
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Since then, City Manager met with new 
mosque
imam for a
welcome
breakfast
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Result?
Awareness has increased

Greater knowledge of issues and 
opportunities
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